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building of religious character was looked upon as the one
goal to be achieved, and but little stress was placed upon
knowledge of any sort save as it achieved this end. So
from the first pupils were trained preeminently in that
"fear of the Lord, which is the beginning of wisdom";
and, as traditions developed, this came to include an
acquaintance with ritual and ceremonial duties, In
keeping with their religious aim, however, the Jews strove
also to afford a practical training. "Not learning, but
doing, is the chief thing/7 according to their oral Law
known as the Mishnah, and their education always con-
templated a preparation for the concrete duties of life in
matters of trade and occupation, as well as of religion and
ceremonies. There is a well-known Rabbinical statement:
"He who does not teach his son a trade is as though he
brought him up to be a thief.7'
Informal training of the home. — Not until after the
Babylonian Exile (586-538 b.c.), however, did the Jews
establish actual schools. Before that children obtained a
training in the traditions and observances of their religion
and in the practical duties of everyday life through their
fathers and mothers. In this way they learned the laws,
traditions, proverbs, and songs, and came to participate
in the festivals, rites, and family and social institutions of
their people. Likewise they acquired a sound training in
the morals and manners growing out of their religion,
which emphasized such virtues as reverence, obedience,
patience, charity, thrift, prudence, and patriotism. They
might also be taught physical sports, dancing, and music,
and even reading and writing, by their parents. In ad-
dition, the boy was trained in the work of the farm or the
shop by his father, and the girl was instructed in sewing,
cooking, and other household duties by her mother.

